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Besides P. Tardy's (1816-1914) researches on the fractional 
calculus [Bottazzini 19781 it is worth recording his collection 
of letters and library, kept thanks to G. Loria at the University 
of Genoa. Though not being a very creative mathematician, Tardy 
was a competent teacher, a friend of the greatest Italian mathe- 
maticians of his time, anda keen reader of almost everything 
that was being published in Italy and abroad, whence stems the 
interest for the history of mathematics in the letters sent to 
Tardy by various mathematicians, and in his library, which now 
is a separate section of the Library of the Mathematical Insti- 
tute of the University of Genoa. 
Loria published both the list of the Italian and foreign 
correspondents of Tardy and. a few significant letters by Betti, 
Genocchi, and. SchlZfli to Tardy "senza escludere--the un pi6 
minuto esame ai esse possa portare alla scoperta ai altre di 
non minore importanza" [Loria 1915, 5161. Such an investigation 
has revealed the existence of very interesting materials, es- 
pecially for the history of Italian mathematics in the second 
half of the 19th century and for the scientific biography of 
such men as Betti, Genocchi, Brioschi, Cremona, Bellavitis, 
Tortolini, ard Beltrami. 
The most important matters treated in the collection of 
letters are the following: 
1. The planning and the foundation of Annali di Matematica 
pura e applicata, which f&-mea the subject of several letters 
by Brioschi and Betti. 
2. The discussion among the Italian mathematicians over the 
Non-Euclidean geometry and Beltrami's model [Beltrami 18681. 
Besides a letter by Beltrami with remarks on his own work, there 
are many letters from Genocchi and Bellavitis to Tardy, which 
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bear witness to their own definite opposition to Lobacevskian 
geometry. Finally, in a letter of April 26, 1870, Cremona out- 
lines and weighs the different opinions on the question. 
3. The fractional calculus. The correspondence of Tortolini, 
Brioschi, and Schlafli with Tardy allow us to go into further 
detail about their opinions and objections concerning this ques- 
tion, proposed by Tardy. 
4. The development of Betti's researches, from Galois theory 
to mathematical physics, via Riemann's influence, which he descri- 
bes in many letters. 
5. Periodical information on the researches of European mathe- 
maticians (particularly in Tortolini's, Brioschi's, Cremona's 
and Genocchi's letters; from Genocchi, interesting references 
to his pupil G. Peano). 
6. Finally, there are references to Tardy's researches which 
are apparently now lost; in particular a treatise on elliptic 
functions, which he worked on for about ten years from 1850 
onwards. I will publish a selection of the significant letters 
on a future occasion. 
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